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Self-Reliance is committed to providing high quality, 
hands-on educational workshops and conferences as 

part of our workforce development training. We work 
to bring well-sited and appropriate renewable energy 

applications to the region.



Things to remember when 
permitting a wind project

•
 

Conduct educational outreach-engage the 
neighbors early!

•
 

Have a full disclosure process.
•

 
Answer questions with facts.

•
 

Engage others to help generate support 
within the region.

•
 

Replicate successful models.
•

 
Work with reputable installers.



Falmouth Wastewater 
Treatment Facility

•Municipally-owned 
model will provide power 
to the town.
•Wind power is abundant 
in this region.
•The tangible benefits 
can remain in the 
community.
•The process is NOT a 
quick one, but if the town 
is committed & has wind, 
it is worth it.



Falmouth’s Process for Wind Power

•
 

Formed an energy committee to look at the 
cross-cutting energy issues of the municipality.

•
 

Conducted an abutters survey.
•

 
Wind education forums open to everyone.

•
 

Bus trips to experience large wind turbines.
•

 
More education and outreach in full disclosure 
mode.



Education is Essential
•

 
Having informed 
decision-makers can 
make or break the 
future of small wind in 
your area.

•
 

You can help inform 
them or bring good 
education to them or 
vice versa.



Replicable Model for Zoning 
Law that relates to Wind

•
 

Massachusetts General Law ch. 40a, section 
3 allows agriculturally zoned property to 
bypass zoning restrictions.

•
 

Wind is NOT a crop.
•

 
Energy must be consumed on-site for the 
purpose of sustaining the farm’s activities.

•
 

This law has been used for educational 
applications of wind in Massachusetts too.



•

Hyannis Country Garden

• ~7 acre nursery

•
 

Abutted by dense residential 
area

•
 

Installing a NorthWind
 

100 on a 
37 meter tower with a 21 meter 
rotor diameter.

Keys to success?

•Full disclosure educational 
outreach process.

•Local ownership/leadership



The Northwind
 

100 turbine going to be installed at both Hyannis 
Country Garden and Woods Hole Research Center. 



Carpe Ventem!
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