
Transmission in the 
West

Bob Anderson
West Wind Wires

Wind Powering America 
2007 All-States Summit

Los Angeles
June 7, 2007



The tipping point ...

• ... has been passed--carbon policy is 
inevitable

• Carbon policy needs wind

• AWEA vision--320 GW of wind

• 12 GW today

• Massive transmission needed
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How to get there?

•Federal pre-emption?

•Or state/regional
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A few current 
happenings

• FERC Order 890

• WECC--TEPPC

• Subregional planning

• Mega Projects

• DOE NITCs

• Palo Verde-Devers II denied by ACC
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FERC Order 890
• February 16, 2007

• Imbalance penalties like BPA’s

• Redispatch/Condition firm service

• Regional transmission planning

• 9 Principles

• Regional strawmen
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890 Planning principles

• Coordination
• Openness
• Transparency
• Information exchange
• Comparability
• Dispute resolution
• Regional participation
• Economics
• Cost allocation

7



WECC

• Transmission Expansion Planning Policy 
Committee (TEPPC)

• Technical Advisory Committee (TAS)
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Subregional planning

• SWAT 

• NTAC

• STEP

• RMATS

• CAISO

• CCPG
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Mega Projects

• Sun Zia

• TransWest Express

• Frontier

• Northern Lights

• ....
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TransWest Express
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Other grid orgs

• TransElect

• NTTG

• Columbia Grid

• .....
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National Interest 
Transmission Corridors
• EPAct 2005

• Corridors proposed

• Public meetings

• May 17, 2007 San Diego

• June 20, 2007 Las Vegas

• June 21, 2007 Phoenix

• Comments due July 6, 2007
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Southwest NITCFigure IX-6. Draft Southwest Area National Corridor

Source: U.S. Department of Energy, 2007.
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Palo Verde-Devers II

• REGULATORS REJECT “EXTENSION 
CORD FOR CALIFORNIA” 

• Commissioner: “I don’t want Arizona to become an energy farm for 
California.

15



Think globally, 
act regionally

 4

2. Role of Regional Transmission Planning Processes 

 

 Transmission is the most significant limiting factor to wind development in the 

West.  Progress is being made in the Western Interconnection in evaluating the need for 

new transmission to accommodate major wind development.  Figure 2 shows ongoing 

regional transmission planning efforts in the Western Interconnection.  In addition, state-

specific transmission planning efforts are underway in California, Nevada and New 

Mexico. 

 

Figure 2 

Interconnection-wide and Sub-Regional Transmission Planning in the Western 

Interconnection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In preparing its October 2003 report on interconnection-wide transmission needs, 

SSG-WI evaluated transmission needs to accommodate three “bookend” generation 

scenarios that rely primarily on natural gas, coal or renewables.  The necessary reliance 

on generation scenarios in transmission planning is the result of the disconnect between 

generation and transmission planning that followed the issuance of Orders 888/889.  

Figure 3 shows transmission additions under the three bookend scenarios.  The SSG-WI 

renewables scenario included 21,400 MW of wind. 
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Be there or be square!

• WGA / NWCC / GEA Summit: 
Increasing Renewable Energy in the 
Western Grid

• September 27-28, 2007
Ft. Collins, Colorado

• www.nationalwind.org
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Who ya gonna call?

•West Wind Wires
• Bob Anderson bob-a@sbcglobal.net

• Ron Lehr 	rllehr@msn.com

• Dave Olsen olsen@avenuecable.com

• Roger Hamilton hamilton.roger@comcast.net 

• Jim Byrne jim_byrne_slc@yahoo.com 18
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