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65+ Member Organizations 
to Date

Clean Energy  39%

Environmental 21% 

Biz / Eco Devo 16%

Agricultural  6%

Government  6% 

Faith-based 5%

Academic 3%

Health 2%

Utility  2%
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Myth #1:  Noise
“I can’t sleep at night!”

“They’re louder than a 
chain saw!”

Facts: An operating 
modern wind farm at a 
distance of 750 to 1000 
feet is no noisier than a 
kitchen refrigerator or a 
moderately quiet room. 
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Myth #2:  Kills Birds

“Condor Cuisinarts…Epic disease due to mice overrunning the planet as 
raptors all gone..”

Facts: Overall impact on birds is extremely low compared with other human-
related activities. Bird deaths from wind energy will never be more than a 
small fraction of bird deaths caused by other human-related sources, such 
as cats and buildings.



9Mackinaw Power, LLC

Myth #3:  Flicker
Almost never a problem for residences, and in 
the few cases where it could be, it is easily 
avoided. 

The effect can be precisely calculated to 
determine whether a flickering shadow will fall 
on a given location near a wind farm, and how 
many hours in a year it will do so. 

Potential problems can be easily identified using 
these methods, and solutions range from the 
appropriate setback from the turbines to planting 
trees to disrupt the effect. 

Should not be a problem in the U.S. because at 
U.S. latitudes (except Alaska) the sun’s angle is 
not very low in the sky. 

If any effect is experienced, it is generally short-
lived, as in a few hours over a year’s time. 
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Myth #4:  Ice Throw
“We’re gonna die…Ice throw will bury us, destroying our 
homes and health!”

Facts: Setbacks are sufficient to protect against danger to 
the public. 

Ice buildup slows a turbine's rotation and will be sensed by 
a turbine's control system, causing the turbine to shut 
down.
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Myth #5:  Property Values Decline
“We’re in danger of losing our 
homes!”

Facts: There is no evidence that 
the presence of a commercial 
windfarm within sight of a 
property systematically 
decreases that property’s value. 
In fact, a nationwide study 
conducted in 2003 surveyed 
property near multiple wind farms 
and found that not only do wind 
farms not harm property values, 
in some cases the values 
increased. <wwe.repp.org>
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Myth #6:  View Shed
“They ruin our view!”

Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. Some people feel 
wind turbines are majestic. 
Wind farm developers have 
computer-modeling tools 
that accurately depict 
virtual views from given 
spots in the surrounding 
area. Careful design of a 
wind project can alleviate 
many visual concerns.
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Myth #7:  Too Expensive
“Wind power is too expensive…”

Facts: wind energy is now in a range that is competitive 
with power from new conventional power plants. 

Up-front, capital cost of wind energy is more expensive 
than that of some traditional power technologies such as 
natural gas. However, there is no cost of fuel

In good locations the "levelized" cost (which includes the 
cost of capital, the cost of fuel, and the cost of operations 
and maintenance over the lifetime of the plant) of wind 
energy can now be less than that of other energy sources. 
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Myth #8: Federal Subsidies Unfair
“Wind is too highly subsidized!’

Facts: Wind receives a tax credit that provides an inflation-adjusted 
1.5 cents for each kilowatt-hour generated, over the first ten years of 
the project which reduces the tax liability of a wind farm, but is not a 
subsidy of public money flowing to the wind farm owner. 

Largest subsidy may be that the environmental impacts from fossil fuel 
use are not reflected through higher costs of those energy sources. 

all of society must pay the price for dirty air, polluted water, climate 
change, dangerous fuel spills, and hazardous cleanup and 
disposal of fuel byproducts attributed to other energy sources. 

Clean, renewable, domestic wind energy produces no emissions, 
requires no fuel and the cost is fixed and predictable over time. 
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Myth #9:  Only Big, Out of State Developers 
Get the Money

”Only big fat companies get wealthy – at our expense!”

Facts: increases the local taxes assessed

Supports the local tax base, helping to pay for schools and roads far more than their 
impact to local facilities. 

One large (108-turbine) project in rural Prowers County, Colorado, increased the 
county’s tax base by 29%. 

Increases employment from the wind farm operation and construction, and to money 
pumped in the local economy through services needed to support a large 
construction project

Increased hotel stays

Restaurant revenues
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Myth #10:  Needs to Be Backed Up with 
Dispatchable Fossil Fuel

Because of the grid’s inherent design, there is no need to back up 
every megawatt of wind energy with a megawatt of fossil fuel or 
dispatchable power. 

The electric grid is designed to have more generation sources than 
are needed at any one time because no power plant is 100% reliable. 

It is a complicated system designed to absorb many impacts, from
electric generation sources going off-line to industrial customers 
starting up energy-intensive equipment. 

The grid operator matches electricity generation to electricity use, and 
wind energy’s variability is just one more variable in the mix. 
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Mitch King
NIMBYism is growing

Developers should acknowledge it’s OK to object to nearby electrical 
infrastructure

But make clear it’s not OK to exaggerate the truth to stop a project

Eloquence and White Papers and Letters to the Editor Accentuate the 
Discussion and Create Need to Respond  

The Developer Can’t Get Down and Wrestle in the Mud- we all get 
dirty..
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Who ya gonna call?
Susan Sloan, NIMBY Buster

Start with regional and local experts

Track articles that are being submitted locally, regionally 
and nationally

Q: How credible are these NIMBYs?

Q: Are they worthy of a fully researched and complete 
response?

Pull from AWEA sources
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Michigan Experience
NIMBYs Exploit Mi Land Use Planning…and It  is Trouble: 

Thank you, Thomas Jefferson!

1250 Townships

650 Villages and Cities

83 Counties

550 School Districts

Create the Michigan Wind Working Group and develop the 
MI Sitng Guidelines
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Michigan Experience
Certain Local Realtors want to break up the Centennial Farms with Lake 

Michigan views finance the NIMBYs and invite opponents, NY and 
Eastern Web Sites to provide outrageous claims

Response: Enlist MSU Extension, The Farm Bureau, et al to underscore 
the VALUE of KEEPING FAMILY FARMS, FAMILY FARMS

“So goes agriculture, so goes the nation,” Matthew Bonnett, Cheboygan 
County

Distribute the REPP Property Value 

Mackinaw City “Nay-Sayer” Shows up in other local communities to 
“Throw the Skunk in the Punch Bowl.”

Respectful Responses: Regularly scheduled visits to the Mackinaw Wind 
Turbines, “Come Up and Listen and See for Yourself”
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Siting Panel 

Wind Powering America Summit June 8, 2006

The “Triple Bottom Line”

Financial Capital: Competitive, Stable Price 2006-2026, 

New, 21st Century Jobs, New, Clean Technologies

Social Capital: Community Economic Development, 
Energy Independence and Increased Public Health

Ecological Capital: Protecting Our Great Lakes, 
Watersheds 

Farm land for Future Generations
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Visit Our Mackinaw City Wind Farm
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Mackinaw City Project, 
Generating >11 million kWh
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2006-2026 Triple Bottom Line be rity, 
Health

nefits: Financial, Energy Secu

EST. $3.1 Million Lease Payments 35 MW Project ,$58/MWh @ 25% 
cap.

Higher of $3000 or 3%: $63,000 -$80,000/Yr. $1,600,000

Good Neighbor Fund = $500/WTG = $10,500/Yr. = $   210,000

PILOT (Estimated Payment in Lieu of Taxes) = 
$1,383,000 

ESTIMATES Per Year 2006-2012   2012-2026 2006-2026

School Dst. 1    $25,000/Yr.    $  150,000    $165,000$315,000

School Dst. 2 $25,000/Yr.    $  150,000    $165,000 $315,000

Township $35,000/Yr.    $  210,000    $228,000$438,000

County $25,000/Yr.    $  150,000    $165,000$315,000

$135,000/Yr.  $660,000 $723,000       
$1,383,000
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Wind Power Stimulates 21st

Century Technologies  
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Wind Power Projects Will Spur  U.S. 
Manufacturing 
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Protecting 
Prime 
Farmland for 
Future 
Generations
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Cut the Risk of Rising Emissions and Health 
Costs?

NOx
Electricity 

25%

Residential 
4%

Commercial 
1%

Industry 
20%

Transport 
50%

SO2

Electricity 
67%

Misc. 8%

Industry 15%

Commercial 
3%

Fuel Other 
3%

CO2

Electric ity 40%

R esidentia l 6%

C o mmercial 4%

Industry 20%

T ranspo rt 50%

Electric
Generation

Source:  EPA, 1998
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Annual Public Health & Safety Benefits of Oceana 
Wind Farm

Source: Consumers Energy

Pollution To Be Avoided by 35 MW Wind Farm

75 million KWh (75,000 MWh) Annually

Consumers Energy Supply Profile

Pollutant

Consumers 
Energy Annual 

Pounds 
Produced

Regional 
Annual 
Pounds 
ProducedSulfur Dioxide 687,000 1,402,500

Carbon Dioxide 179,580,000 157,087,5
00Oxides of 

Nitrogen 243,750 525,000
High-level 
Nuclear Waste 495 555

Mercury

N/A; 
Unregulated 
See MDEQ 

Mercury Task 
N/A
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Sale of “Great Lakes, Great Wind” 2005 Video by Ben Vander Veen
Results in a Contribution to the Straits Area Community Foundation 
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Linking Power Shift to Energy Independence and the State’s Energy Future

To create an enduring “power shift” in any state or community 
requires a link between education and 
action. The Michigan Power Shift 
program offers a unique opportunity to 
connect increased energy literacy with a 
discussion on how to create Michigan’s 
energy future. 

Please visit the World Link site to 
debate and discuss how Michigan can 
increase energy independence. 

Join the  dialogue on Michigan’s energy 
future by adding your thoughts how to 
debate the policies. Check it out. 
Question the powers that be. Contribute  
your expertise to complement the 
Governor's recent directive to prepare a 
comprehensive Michigan Energy Plan 
by 2007.
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Wind Farms Empower the Community

“Wealth From the Wind” Community 
Economic Growth  $12 Million/35 MW 

Catalyst for sustainable, 21st century 
jobs and technology 

Serves Demonstrated Need: 75,000,000 
kWh = All 9,000 Oceana Homes

Increases Competitiveness: Customers 
lock in competitive, stable prices, 
2006-2026 +

Cuts risks of rising, volatile energy prices, 
national security and emissions
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