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Good Match between
Economic Need & Wind Resource

United States - Wind Resource Map



http://www.fdic.gov/bank/analytical/banking/2005jan/art2_01.html

The Drying Up of Rural America
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“When you lose the school,”
said a retired teacher,
“you’ve lost the town.”
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Wind for Rural Schools

About 30% of
the nation’s
94,000 K-12
public schools
are rural.

State Activities: Wind and Schools

|
They serve
27% of the
47M K-12
public school
students
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Harnessing the Rural Drivers
for School Wind

Fear of losing the next cohort: few jobs or
career options to encourage people to
stay or return

— Transfer focus from finances to curriculum EEE W&
and learning about energy transitions i

Inherent community interest in wind
power

— Engage curiosity of farmers, ranchers,
business-people

Healthy “Show Me” skepticism
— Help get “iron in the ground”
Town leaders look for a visionary projects
— Position school wind project as a low-cost
way to make leadership group visible
Rural utilities look for energy options that
CO-0p owners can embrace

— Provide low-risk chance to participate and
learn with a small collaborative project




School Wind Projects across the U.S.

Beverly, MA

Spirit Lake, 1A

Eldora, IA
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Wind for Schools Pilot Proje

 Contacted 17 schoolson | _ [t
Colorado’s eastern plains - ==y .

« Reviewed utility bills &
sketched financial analysis &

* Presented results to local
wind interest groups, plus
— School board
— City government
— Local utility

— Economic development
interests

— Other interested parties (e.g.,
ESCOs, farmers, Ag
Extension agents)
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Colorado
Wind and Schools

Volkage (kV)
— 115161
— XA

— — M5

Platis, & Dévisdon of e
Welirra-rill Corgusnins

1 Poor 0. Hd b0 5.8 00132
2 Margnsl - 58- 6.7 3.2 - 150
4 [Fair 300 - &00 6.7 T4 160 - 160G
4 Good 400 - 500 TA4- 75 166 - 17.7
5  Excallan S0 - 600 7.0- 84 .7 - 185
6 Cutstanding &00- 600 Bd- 83 0.8 - 208
T

Supaits o 50 =93 = 2MLE
*\Wind speods ane based on & Wkl k of 2.0 al 1500 m elevation.

Tr=rTL



Keys to Success

Champion

Economics
Grants
Electrons
Green Tags

Community Competent
Support Team




Rural
School

Local Muni or
RE Co-op
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Some Lessons Learned

Pace of acceptance has been in every case
remarkably slow

— Typically months, not weeks

Misunderstandings arlse from distant‘and-seme-time
communication |

— Need contmual and Clear, transparent
communlcatlor"f w1th at leastithe project’ champlon

Poor finances will*kill-a'project if you let them
— Size your facility with the best economics in mind

— Still,"avoid allowing finances alone to rule the
decision-making



Some Notable Successes

« Experienced rapid uptake of concept (and prospectively
grueling sales and installation jobs) by community
champions
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Felt far less resistance than before from local utilities that

took on the school wind project
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Carpe Ventem

www.windpoweringamerica.gov
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