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Introduction

NREL’s Native American Tall Tower Anemometer Loan Program is administered by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL).  To participate in this program, please submit an application letter following the guidelines below. This letter must be completed before the request can be processed.  (Completion of the application does not guarantee the loan of an anemometer.)

Instructions
Read the attached loan program information sheet that describes the program and details the borrower’s responsibilities.  Please contact Robi Robichaud (contact information below) if you have any questions or need assistance in preparing the application.

Prepare an application letter containing the following information:

1. Intentions/Potential Projects: Please describe the project that the tribe/reservation could feasibly undertake given a proper wind resource.  The information needed depends upon the type of project envisioned.

A) For an on-grid project designed to provide energy to a specific load please provide: 

(1) Load description.  Describe the load both qualitatively (e.g. offices, casino, water treatment plant, etc.) and quantitatively (i.e. monthly consumption, average load).  The facility in question should have an average load of at least 30-40 kW.  Loads smaller than this can be serviced by smaller wind turbines on shorter towers that don’t require tall tower monitoring.

(2) Name of the utility serving the load

(3) Copy of the tariff under which the load is served

(4) Number and size of the proposed wind turbines to be used for the project

(5) Topographic map showing the location of the load(s) and potential wind turbine locations

(6) Description of how the project may be financed

B) For a potential wind farm project, please provide:

(1)
Topographic map showing the potential wind turbine locations

(2) 
Topographic map showing the location and capacity(s) of existing electrical lines and substations.

Note: Maps should delineate Tribal land and indicate areas that, for whatever reason, (cultural, legal, etc.) are excluded from consideration.

2.
Height of anemometer desired: For most large wind turbine projects a 50-meter tower is preferred.  For projects requiring wind turbines in the 100 kW or 250 kW range, a 40-meter tower will suffice.  Indicate in your application whether you would accept a 40-meter tower.

3.
Installation and maintenance: Who will coordinate with the tower installer? Who will be responsible for monitoring the equipment and replacing the data cards?

4.
Contact: Who will be the point of contact (POC) for the request?

5.
Address: Shipping address for the anemometer.

6.
Authorized signature: The request must be signed by a tribal authority.

Send the application to:

Robi Robichaud






National Wind Technology Center




National Renewable Energy Laboratory
1617 Cole Blvd.  (MS3811)




Golden, CO 80401 
Phone: 303-384-6969
Fax: 303-384-7097

Email: robi_robichaud@nrel.gov

